APPENDIX V
DEVELOPMENT OF PSANZ PERINATAL DEATH CLASSIFICATION AND
PSANZ NEONATAL DEATH CLASSIFICATION
Since 1986, clinicians in some Australian States and Territory Perinatal Committees (notably
South Australia and Queensland) and the Perinatal Mortality Committee at the National
Women's Hospital in Auckland, have been considering ways of classifying fetal and neonatal
deaths beyond standard ICD (International Classification of Diseases) coding, with a view to
better assessing aetiology (in order to consider preventable factors) and to more accurately
determine specific factors leading to neonatal death.
Experience with the Whitfield obstetric antecedent classification1 led to realisation that
there were shortcomings with this system ‐ it was not hierarchical and did not accommodate
more recent knowledge about the causation of some perinatal deaths. Modifications of the
Whitfield system were made and published independently by the South Australian and
Queensland committees and in the National Women’s Hospital report. In 1999, the National
Perinatal Data Development Committee (NPDDC) recommended that the topic be further
considered at a workshop to be held about the time of the 4th Annual Conference of the
Perinatal Society of Australia and New Zealand, held in Brisbane on the 16th March 2000,
attended by representatives of most jurisdictions. This was the third such workshop, the two
previous being in Brisbane 1996 and Alice Springs 1998. At this workshop it was agreed to
attempt to develop uniform classification systems for use throughout Australia and
New Zealand. It was agreed that drafts be developed by the Queensland and South
Australian representatives, and circulated for comment and discussion, to representatives
from the other Australian States and Territories and from New Zealand, with a view to
presenting a consensus to the NPDDC in July 2000. Consensus was reached and the finalised
classifications were accepted by the NPDDC.
The classifications systems were originally named the Australian and New Zealand
Antecedent Classification of Perinatal Mortality (ANZACPM), and the Australian and New
Zealand Neonatal Death Classification (ANZNDC). Following endorsement of this activity as a
Special Interest Group of the PSANZ in March 2003, the classifications have been renamed to
the Perinatal Society of Australia and New Zealand Perinatal Death Classification (PSANZ‐
PDC) and the Perinatal Society of Australia and New Zealand Neonatal Death Classification
(PSANZ‐NDC). A description of the classification development in the context of other
classification systems was recently published in the Journal of Paediatrics and Child Health 2.
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